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Volunteer Medical Team: Dr. Salim Matar; Dr. Stephen Coccaro; Dr. Kris Sauer; Dr. Gary Bernstein; Karen J. Tuzzolo, RN; Sharon Watklevicz, RN; Irma Rivera, RN; Metzi Shea, RN; Galo Burbano, CRNA
John T. Mather Memorial Hospital
While health care providers do a lot of good at home, some go to heroic lengths to help those around the world. A team largely comprised of doctors and nurses from Mather in Port Jefferson traveled to Guayaquil, Ecuador, as volunteers for Healing Children Northeast and Blanca’s House. They provided medical care to those in need, but also met Tatiana Franco-Rosero, a 28-year-old mother of two with a life-threatening tumor. Unable to treat her there, they made arrangements to bring her to Long Island where a medical team, with Galo Burbano helping translate, performed complicated procedures during an eight-hour session. They not only showed that good deeds know no geographic bounds, but expanded their medical mission to someone who desperately needed it, demonstrating that will and hard work can overcome limitations and save lives.

